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The Troop Scoop


Hang onto this copy of the Troop Scoop! It might become a rare and very valuable original edition of the last-ever printed Troop Scoop. It could be worth millions! (For an extra buck, I’ll even autograph a copy.)

New Website: It’s finally here. We have our own website: check out www.1stcav.ca. This is the first version of our website, which will be seeing ongoing development. It currently contains our full schedule to the end of the year, the Troop Scoop, downloadable consent forms and some other features. A photo gallery is in the works as we speak, and I would be happy to have you add your own pictures or contributions. If you have any ideas or suggestions for the site, please let me know.

We have this website because Don Gillis has put in a lot of time and effort to set it up. Don spends his days working on and with computers, though not in website design, and for him to spend his volunteer time doing more computer work is a special gift. Thanks for bringing us into the 21st century, Don. As well, the hosting has been donated by Regatronics, an IT company owned by Evan Regan’s family, which includes Mike Regan, our Group Commissioner, and Heather Reid, our Quartermaster. Thank you for your kind cyber-hospitality.

Now that we have our website up and running, we hope to change the way we communicate with Scouts and their parents. In particular, we hope to eliminate most or all of the written handouts, including the Troop Scoop and consent forms, which will now be available on our website. This will certainly make it cheaper on printing, as well as harder to misplace the forms. We may also have last minute updates and reminders posted, so please get into the habit of checking the site before you leave for Scouts.

1. Sailing on Saturday, October 8: Don has arranged for us to go sailing on some 22-foot sailboats, complete with skippers, at the Hudson Yacht Club. A first group would rendezvous at 10am and be back at the club by Noon. A second group, should numbers warrant, would rendezvous at the club at Noon and be back by 2:00pm. Please e-mail Don at gillisda@yahoo.com before next meeting to RSVP, whether you are coming or not. (Bringing your own lifejacket would help. Please tell him if you can.) We will contact you by email to confirm your rendezvous time (most likely 10am). Consent form required, and available on the website.

2. Fall Camp, October 14-16: This will be a camp just for our Troop, and a chance for everyone to have a good time and get to know each other. We will be camping on private land, chopping down trees, working on skills and permits and doing a new pioneering project, maybe a zip line. Cost: $35-40. Consent form required.

3. Great Urban Race: Saturday, October 22, 10 AM-4PM: This daring one-day adventure is meant to offer challenge, fun and excitement, all while exploring new skills and knowledge. Travel to metro stations and perform age-appropriate challenges revolving around geography, history, leisure and culture. Cost is 15$ per person. Registration deadline: next meeting, October 5. Consent form required.
4. Lightweight Camp: Hike, October 28-30: This will be a wilderness hike just for our Troop, where we carry all our equipment and supplies in backpacks and hike in to our campsite: Real Scouting. Location and details to follow. Cost: $35-40. Consent form required.

5. Area Emergency Rescue Camp, November 11-13: This is an event which is organised by Scouter Allison Bentley, Assistant Area Commissioner for Outdoor activities, for all the Troops in our Area. It takes place at Camp Tamaracouta, near St. Jerome, and involves a series of simulations of medical emergencies in which the Scouts are challenged to respond to and evacuate the victims. This was great fun last year, and a different kind of event. Cost: $35-40. Consent form required.

Which events will you attend?: In order to help us plan, we would like you to let us know by next meeting, October 5, which of these 5 events you want to attend. You can fill in this form and return the paper, or just send me a plain e-mail. Parents are welcome to participate in a number of our activities. If you are interested, let me know. Please try to respond on time. You can probably imagine that I put in enough hours as it is, without having to go aroung chasing responses one at a time.
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Cost of Camps and Outings: When you look at the schedule, you will find that we have a terrific lineup of activities, both inside and outside the gym. We try to budget our camps and outings so that they break even, but the more activities we have, the more cost is involved. Over the last couple of years, we have made an active effort to support members, and people who would like to become members, who are overburdened by the cost of the program. This year, slightly over 10% of our members have been able to participate in Cavagnal Scouting because of this help. 

We try not to make cost a barrier to participation. If you find that you are making decisions as to which events to attend based substantially on cost, I would like to hear about it. We want your kids to take advantage of the activities we offer, and we have programs in place at Cavagnal Group Committee to help make this happen. However, I am not a mind reader: I need to hear from you. Be assured that any such discussions are kept in strict confidence.

Parents’ e-mail and Cell Numbers: We will be using the new website and e-mail as the primary means of communication from now on. It has been my experience that Scouts do not always remember to pass along messages they receive by e-mail to their parents. As well, during the course of the year it could become necessary for one of the leaders to contact you in an emergency situation.

Consequently, I would like you to e-mail me with an e-mail address for you, the parent, as well as the cell phone numbers for you and your spouse, if you have them. Cell phone numbers will not be published, but will be circulated to the appropriate leaders. I would appreciate it if you could take care of this sooner, as opposed to later. If I need to use one of those numbers, you don’t want me having to waste time hunting for it.

Questions?: If you have any questions or suggestions about the program, please feel free to call Doug Peets at (514) 990-3684. dougpeets@lincsat.com .

“Your character is your fate.”

Heraclitus
September 28, 2005


